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Tulip blossoms: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Monday threw open the annual 
Tulip festival at the iconic Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Tulip Garden situated at the foothills of the 
Zabarwan Range in Srinagar.  

 

 

 

 

 

17Mar. Naval warships escort Indian vessels from Gulf of Oman 

                                                                        

 The Indian Navy has deployed warships to escort Indian-flagged merchant vessels 
transiting through the Persian Gulf region, according to official sources. 

                                                                                  व    

                                                              

 Three Indian Navy ships escorted the Indian-flagged merchant ships Shivalik, Nanda 
Devi, and Jag Laadki from the Gulf of Oman after they crossed the Strait of Hormuz. 

                                      फ                                                  

व                  व    ,        व  औ                          

 The warships ensured safe transit of the vessels through vulnerable waters. 

 इ                          व                                                 

 Though the conflict has been intense in the Persian Gulf west of the Strait of Hormuz, the 
Gulf of Oman, east of the strait, has also seen attacks. 

               फ                                                ,                          
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 Jag Laadki, carrying more than 80,000 tonnes of crude oil, left Fujairah terminal in the 
UAE on Sunday. 

         ,    80,000                                ,                   फ                

          

 The vessel had a narrow escape when the terminal was attacked while it was loading. 

                                               ,               -     च      

 Sources said that naval ship escort to Indian merchant ships will continue to be provided. 

                                                                              

 Some 22 Indian-flagged ships are still stranded west of the strait. 

      22           व                                               

 While officials declined to disclose the names of the naval ships involved, a senior official 
confirmed that the warships were operating in the region under Operation Sankalp, a 
mission aimed at safeguarding merchant shipping and protecting India‘s maritime 
interests in the Gulf region. 

                                                            इ         ,                       

                                                               ,                          

         औ                                                

 Launched in June 2019, Operation Sankalp ensures safe passage of Indian-flagged 
vessels through critical sea lanes, and saw action, including during the Houthi attacks. 

     2019                                                                         व    

                                         औ  इ                                         

 Meanwhile, LPG carrier Shivalik reached Mundra Port on Monday evening, the government 
confirmed. 

 इ    च                 व                                 च    ,                         

 Earlier in the day, Rajesh Kumar Sinha, Special Secretary at the Ministry of Shipping, told 
reporters in an inter-ministerial briefing that priority berthing and documentation has 
been arranged to ensure there is no delay in discharging the cargo. 

                    व              व       व                            -           फ      

                                            , इ                       औ     व     व   

          

 Nanda Devi, another LPG carrier, is expected to reach Kandla port on Tuesday. 

                            व                               च               
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17Mar. Sahitya Akademi announces awards for 2025 in 24 languages 

                 24           2025                         

 Eight books of poetry, four novels, six books of short stories, two essays, one literary 
criticism work, an autobiography, and two memoirs win. 

  ठ          ,          , छ                ,         ,                       , 

        , औ                       

 The Sahitya Akademi on Monday announced its awards for 2025 in the 24 languages 
recognised by it, nearly three months after the process was abruptly put on hold following 
directives from the Union Culture Ministry. 
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                                          24           2025                        ,    

                                                               च                 

 Among the winners are former diplomat Navtej Sarna, awarded in the English language 
category for his novel Crimson Spring; Hindi writer Mamta Kalia for her memoir Jeete 
Jee Allahabad; and Tamil author Sa Tamilselvan for his work Thamizh Sirukathaiyin 
Thadangal in the literary criticism genre. 

                           व                                                      Crimson 

Spring                       ;                                        Jeete Jee 

Allahabad       ; औ                      व                                    

     Tamil Siru Kathaigal In Thadangal                         

 “Eight books of poetry, four novels, six books of short stories, two essays, one literary 
criticism, one autobiography, and two memoirs have won the Sahitya Akademi Awards 
2025,” the Akademi said in a statement. 

                         , “ ठ          ,          , छ                ,         , 

                 ,         , औ                                  2025      

   ” 

 Others named in the 2025 awards are Prasun Bandyopadhyay for Shrestha Kabita in 
Bengali; Yogesh Vaidya for Bhattkhadaki in Gujarati; Amresh Nugadoni for Dada 
Seerisu Tande in Kannada; N. Prabhakaran for Maayamanushyar in Malayalam; Raju 
Baviskar for Kalyanilya Resha in Marathi; Nandini Sidha Reddy for Animesha in Telugu; 
Jinder for Safety Kit in Punjabi; and Jitender Kumar Soni for Bharkhama in Rajasthani. 

 2025                                              (      )        Shrestha Kabita;       

व   (       )        Bhatt Khadki;                (   )        Dada Seerisu Tande;   . 

       (      )        Maayamanushyar;         व   (   ठ )        Kalya Nilya 

Resha;                  (      )        Animesha;       (      )        Safety Kit; औ        

           (       )        Bharkhama           

 The awardees will receive a casket containing an engraved copper plaque, a shawl, and 
an amount of ₹1 lakh at a ceremony on March 31. 

         व          31                                                    ,       , औ  ₹1 

                                          

 The Akademi had cancelled its press conference for the announcement on December 18 
last, after a last minute directive from the Union Culture Ministry cited a need for the 
―restructuring‖ of the awards. 

           18                                                          ,             

                                                   ―     ठ ‖                       
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17Mar. One Battle After Another wins Oscar, in coronation for Paul Thomas 
Anderson 

 व                           ,                                

 Paul Thomas Anderson‘s One Battle After Another was crowned best picture at the 98th 
Academy Awards, handing Hollywood‘s top honour to a comic, multi-generational 
American saga of political resistance. 

                        व                   98व          व          व      फ    

              ,           व       व                                        -     

                      

 The ceremony on Sunday, which also saw Michael B. Jordan win best actor and Sinners 
cinematographer Autumn Durald Arkapaw make Oscar history as the first female 
director of photography to win the award, was a long-in-coming coronation for Mr. 
Anderson. 

   वव                           .           व                            औ           

          फ                                    च                   व         

               फ फ     फ      , औ                                           

            

 He is a San Fernando Valley native who made his first short at age 18 and has been one 
of America‘s most lionised filmmakers for decades. 

        फ      व         व               18 व                            फ          औ  

                                 फ                             

 Before Sunday, Mr. Anderson had never won an Oscar. 

   वव                                                

 But One Battle After Another, the favourite coming in, won six Oscars, including best 
director and best adapted screenplay for Mr. Anderson. 
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       व               ,                       व       ,    छ          ,        व     

       औ   व                                                   

 The film also won the Oscars‘ first trophy for best casting and best supporting actor for 
an absent Sean Penn. 

                                          व                   औ                  

        व                                      

 “I wrote this movie for my kids to say sorry for the housekeeping mess that we left in this 
world — we‘re handing it off to them,” said Mr. Anderson while accepting the screenplay 
trophy. 

 “                                                       छ         व            फ       

     —                                ,”                                           

     

 “But also with the encouragement that they will be the generation that hopefully brings us 
some common sense and decency.” 

 “                                                               झ औ                   

    ” 

 Ryan Coogler‘s Jim Crow-set, blues-soaked vampire tale Sinners, which came in with a 
record 16 nominations, also landed some big and even historic wins. 

                                   ,            व  व            ‗     ‘,             

16                ,               औ                         

 Mr. Coogler, the widely loved filmmaker, won the first Oscar in an unblemished career 
that started out with Mr. Jordan in 2013‘s Fruitvale Station. 

           ,               फ            ,                                     , 

            2013     फ     व                                    

 Ms. Arkapaw was also the first Black person to win for best cinematography. 

             व               फ                  व                           

 Only the fourth female cinematographer ever nominated, her win was a long-in-coming 
triumph for women behind the camera. 

                                             फ ,                     छ           व    

                                   व       

 “I really want all the women in the room to stand up,” said Ms. Arkapaw. 

                  , “           च                                             ” 

 “Because I don‘t feel like I get here without you guys.” 

 “        झ                                                  ” 

 Jessie Buckley won best actress for her performance as Agnes Shakespeare in Hamnet, 
making her the first Irish performer to ever win in the category. 

                                                       व                           ,       

                    व                              

 Amy Madigan won best supporting actress for her performance in the horror thriller 
Weapons. 

                         ‗व   ‘                       व                             

      

 
 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED     17  March  2026 

17Mar Significance of Gudi Padwa 

        व         

17Mar How red marks liminal thresholds between life, death, sacrifice and 
renewal 

               व ,     ,        औ                        व        
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17Mar. Significance of Gudi Padwa 

        व         

 Gudi Padwa is a special festival for 
Maharashtra and Goa. 

        व          औ    व                        

 It is celebrated on the first day of the Chaitra 
month which synchronises with the first day of the new 
moon. 

                                              व      

                             

 This day signifies the beginning of the new 
year, the heralding of spring and the harvesting of 
rabi crops. 

           व           , व                औ      

फ                               

 This is also the day when it is believed that 
Brahma created the universe and the sense of time. 

                                                      

औ          व                   

 Lord Rama returned to Ayodhya on this day. 

 इ         व                      

 Some rural Marathi and Konkan Hindu 
communities bond with Lord Siva‘s cosmic dancing 

and congregate together at Siva temples. 

              ठ  औ                       व     व                            औ    व 

                          

 People in Maharashtra also celebrate the day by commemorating the famous ruler Sivaji‘s 
victory over the Mughals, said Prof. Kumool Abbi. 

                इ                     व                  व                             , 

      .                   

 The festival is celebrated by cleaning and decorating homes with rangoli. 

 इ                    फ   औ                                 

 The day starts by consuming the bitter neem and jaggery, which is believed to purify the 
body, which expresses the acceptance of both bitter and sweet experiences, 
characterising life. 

                व      औ                        ,                       व                 

औ       व  औ    ठ            व                           ,      व                

 Preparation of sweets such as puran poli, basundi and kesari bath is also made in earnest. 

 इ                     ठ                    ,        औ                                      

    

 The day is considered auspicious to start new undertakings, business ventures, vastu 
puja and investing in gold and silver and buying new vehicles. 

                        ,             , व        ,     -           व   औ     व    

                                

 The word Gudi Padwa has a very interesting meaning and significance. 

        व                     औ          

 Padwa refers to the first day of the lunar fortnight, while Gudi refers to a flag made of 
bamboo that is anointed with garlands of flowers, mango and neem leaves, sugar 
crystals and an overturned silver or copper vessel. 

   व                                   ,                                         फ        

      ,    औ               ,              औ                                          

         

 As the flag is hoisted, it brings good luck, eclipsing all negativity. 

          फ             ,                     औ                                
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 Gudi is hoisted on the right side of the house. 

                                         

 All the constituents of Gudi signify something. 

                       व                              

 

 

17Mar. How red marks liminal thresholds between life, death, sacrifice and 
renewal 

               व ,     ,        औ                        व                  

 In 1823, English geologist William Buckland discovered a skeleton 
in a limestone cave in Paviland, southern Wales, which he 
identified as a prostitute from the Roman era, as the bones were 
coated in red ochre. 

1823   ,         व        व                   व         व       

              फ                  ,                             

            व          

 Nearly a hundred years later, further studies, including that of grave 
goods, also painted in red, proved that the skeleton, which was dubbed 
“Red Lady of Paviland,” was actually a man and that the burial was not 
from the Roman era but from around 33,000 years before present! 

               ,                    च      “Red Lady of Paviland”                    औ  

       33,000 व              

 Since then, archaeologists have found similar ochre burials across continents: at Qafzeh 
(Israel), Sungir (Russia), Lake Mungo (Australia), and across Africa. 

इ                      ,   ,          औ                   

 Where it continues in the practices of women from the Himba community. 

                                  इ                   
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 As Camilla Power wrote, red ochre decoration is a “recurrent and structured feature of ritual 
behaviour.” 

         व                              औ                   व        

 It marks transitions such as puberty and death. 

     व  औ                                

 Victor Turner called such moments ―liminal‖ — thresholds. 

 व           इ   ―      ‖ (        व  )      

 Where normal hierarchies dissolve temporarily. 

                                                     

 Power argued red pigment acted as a ―technology of collective ritual.‖ 

                                                 

 Shaping behaviour before law or currency existed. 

         औ                                         

 Across cultures, red use is handled by those in liminal roles. 

                   इ                                            

 Ethnographic accounts show people with non-binary gender roles. 

                     -                                     

 Many Indigenous traditions refer to Two-Spirit •gures. 

                 -                         

 Siberian traditions describe initiates who symbolically die and return altered. 

  इ                                                 

 In South Asia, hijra communities performed roles in birth and fertility rituals. 

                              औ                                     

 Archaeological work by Alison Watts shows red ochre was transported across distances in 
Middle Stone Age Africa. 

      व                                      -                        

 Despite local availability of similar pigments. 

                                

 This indicates its value was not just chemical or colour-based. 

                इ                                               

 Colour, texture, location and human effort all mattered. 

   ,      ,     औ                            

 Such long-distance networks bound communities divided by time and space into networks of 
total prestation, as Marcel Mauss called it, where society becomes bound across 
economic, aesthetic, legal, and religious spheres all at once. 

.                                         औ                     ,      Marcel Mauss    total 

prestation    ,                ,          ,        औ                                      

 In the Rig Veda, dawn (Uşas) is described as aruņa, •ushed and radiant, the sky streaked 
with the colour of awakening sacri•ce. 

       ,     (   )                    ,    च         औ                                   

    

 In the Greek epics, Homer often calls the sea “oinops”, meaning wine-dark, and likens 
battle•elds to •elds of spilled blood. 

                             “oinops” (              )         औ                             

               

 In the Hebrew Bible, the word ‘adom (red) shares its root with adam (human) and adamah 
(earth). 

               ‘adom (   ), adam (    ) औ  adamah (    )                       

 In ancient China, vermilion marked imperial gates and ritual seals. 

                                   औ                                    

 The cinnabar pigment was associated with life-force and transformation. 

              व      औ     व                

 Roman writers describe red ochre in triumphal processions and funerary rites. 

                            व         औ                           
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 In Mesoamerican codices, red pigments signal sacri•ce and renewal. 

                                    औ                      

 Across traditions, red signals thresholds: dawn, dusk, war, fertility, death. 

                                व     (   ,     ,    ,     ,     )              

 David Graeber, in Toward An Anthropological Theory of Value, notes red became a basis 
of ritual value exchange. 

   व                                       व                  

 In early Brahmanas, red substituted human sacri•ce. 

                                 व                     

 Red objects or animals were treated as equal to human life sacri•ce. 

                    व   व                       

 Goethe described red as a colour of warmth and immediacy. 

                    औ                       

 Ochre belongs to ―earth colours‖ close to bodily sensation. 

    ―        ‖                        

 Red does not recede like blue — it confronts and occupies. 

                  ,              औ                

 In 1810, Goethe‟s Zur Farbenlehre described colour intensi•cation. 

1810             Zur Farbenlehre                            

 Blue deepens into violet, yellow into red. 

                    ,                             

 Red was the culmination where light thickens into matter. 

                                            

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 

TOPICS COVERED     17  March  2026 

17Mar ‗Couple being happy not a reason to quash child marriage case 

 ‗                       वव                                 

17Mar Importance of sex education in academia 

                            
 

17Mar. ‗Couple being happy not a reason to 
quash child marriage case 

 ‗                       वव                    

             

 A criminal case registered under the provisions of 
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, cannot be 
quashed merely because the couple at present are living 
happily, the Karnataka High Court has said. 

      वव                , 2006                        

                   इ                               

                                 ,                         

     

 “Criminal liability is measured at the moment of 
commission, not neutralised by the subsequent domestic 
peace. 

 “                                               ,   

                            इ                         

 To accept otherwise would be to convert penal law 
into a matter of retrospective validation through 
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sentiment. 

 इ                             व                  व      व                         

 Parents who ought to bless their daughters with encouragement, education and 
empowerment, instead bless them with premature matrimony,” the court sternly observed. 

     -                                ,      औ               च    ,    इ             

      वव                        ,”                           

 “If such conduct were to receive judicial indulgence, the eradication of child marriage 
would remain an illusive aspiration,” the court further said. 

 “         च                           ,         वव                                 

                ,”                   

 Justice M. Nagaprasanna made these observations while refusing to quash a case 
registered in 2021 under provisions of the Act against the groom, who was 27 at the time of 
marriage, his parents, and parents of the minor girl, who was 16 at the time. 

            .                        2021                                             ,    

                    (                27 व        ),          -    , औ                  

    -     (          16 व        )                           
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17Mar. Importance of sex education in academia 

                            

 Sexuality, intimacy, and mental health are closely linked yet heavily stigmatised, 
resulting in a culture of silence; shame and fear surrounding sex and intimacy can 
exacerbate mental health issues. 

       ,          औ                              ,                              

                ;     औ                                    

 The WHO has stated that “immense suffering can occur when people lack bodily autonomy, 
control over their fertility or the freedom to experience safe, consensual and satisfying sexual 
relationships”. 

WHO                                             औ                                    ,    

                    

 In 2024, the Supreme Court emphasised the need for comprehensive sex education 
programmes in order to promote open discussions about intimacy and sexual health. 

2024                                                       

 As DAAD fellows between Germany and India, the authors‟ classroom experiences of 
teaching about the diversity of human sexualities, in both contexts, found that there is a need 
to resist and challenge the marginalisation, invalidation and disenfranchisement of lived 
intimacies in higher educational institutions. 

DAAD फ                           च       च च                                              

औ  इ   च                       

 Deeply ingrained social stigmas, silence and taboos about intimate relationships are 
perpetuated in academia, evidenced by the miniscule number of courses and discussions on 
the topic. 

                  औ  च                                  ,      इ                       

    

 Academia often promotes a culture of resistance, fear and anxiety over informed exchange 
and empowering discourse, particularly in the light of increasing student suicides in India. 

                     औ   च                    ,                      छ              

          

 By prioritising a biomedical approach as well as majoritarian norms, higher educational 
spaces disregard the dimension of pleasure and the impact of socio-cultural and oppressive 
factors on intimate experiences. 

                  औ                                   ,                              

                                    

Lack of proper vocabulary 

        व          

 In India, the mental health curriculum is often found to be heteronormative and cisgendered 
without accounting for sexual marginalisation and human diversity. 

                             heteronormative औ  cisgendered          

 „Sexuality‟ is limited to heterosexual dysfunctions, erasing topics such as consent and 
sexual politics, framing it as a medical issue alone. 

„Sexuality‟                                                औ  consent व sexual politics 

                          

 Complex lived realities and the structural violence faced by queer people are erased, 
inhibiting the development of cultural and structural competence required for e•ective clinical 
practice. 

queer                                          ,              च                         

 As a consequence, sexual minorities often experience institutional discrimination and 
inadequacies in the provision of support when they access counselling services. 

इ                                     व                   

 With psychologists being increasingly appointed in universities to deal with suicide and mental 
health problems in India, such ethical and epistemic gaps fail to reckon with oppressive 
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institutional contexts. 

                                                ethical gaps            

 It diminishes the capacity of mental health professionals to initiate transformative structural 
change oriented on sexuality, gender and relationship equality. 

                                                          ,              औ        

                        

Exercises to open up 

                  

 Addressing sensitive topics such as mental health, violence, and intimacy in higher 
educational settings comes with particular challenges. 

                     ,       औ                          चच        च                   

 A workshop and •lm screening that took place at the University of Münster in Germany 
featuring a •lmmaker who uses unconventional pornography as a form of sex education 
highlighted some of the di•culties. 

             व       फ                          औ               इ       इ       

            

 While appreciating the e•ort to tackle the issue, students found themselves uneasy during 
the discussion. 

         इ                   ,       चच                             

 Was it appropriate to open up about one‟s own experiences, or was it safer to maintain a 
detached, impersonal, and abstract tone, as is often expected in academic settings? 

                                                                  —                 

 The authors‟ interactions with students in India and Germany highlighted the importance of 
creating safer and accountable spaces when teaching sensitive topics. 

     औ                       च             औ                                     

 To achieve this, innovative approaches at the beginning of each class can help. 

इ                                                            

 Instead of diving straight into theory and methodology, icebreaker exercises and small-group 
discussions encourage students to share their personal perspectives on topics. 

             icebreaker exercises औ       चच                 च                 

 By answering questions like „What does intimacy mean to you?‟, students can connect the 
course material to their own lives and experiences. 

„                               ?‟                                      

 Such an approach emphasises the need for instructors to foster a classroom environment that 
builds trust, rapport, and open communication among participants. 

                          औ                                       

Inclusive classrooms 

   व          

 Education should harness the diversity within classrooms and transcend mere knowledge 
transfer and workforce training, aiming instead to cultivate critical thinking and awareness. 

                                                      च           च             च      

 This is particularly urgent in today‟s context, where anti-democratic movements seek to 
erase and marginalise the experiences of LGBTQ+ individuals. 

                              LGBTQ+                                    

 Promoting a narrow and exclusionary view of sexuality and intimacy. 

                                      

 Furthermore, it is crucial to address the growing mental health concerns a•ecting young 
people. 

                                                      

 Who face immense pressure from family expectations, societal demands, and the weight of 
multiple global crises. 

         ,      औ                              
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 In 2025, the Supreme Court sought responses from the government on integrating 
transgender-inclusive comprehensive sexuality education into school curricula. 

2025                                                                 

 In the same year, the Court issued pan-India guidelines to address suicide and mental 
health issues among students. 

                                            

 In which gender and sexual orientation •gured as reasons for discrimination at higher 
educational institutions. 

              च                               

 By creating diversity-aware and compassionate learning environments, students can develop 
the tools to navigate contemporary challenges. 

        औ                             च                                   

 And create a more inclusive, equitable, and just world. 

औ                                          

 Fostering allyship and care communities within educational institutions should take 
precedence over short-term •xes. 

                  allyship औ  care communities                     च      

 Such as hiring more mental health professionals or facilitating isolated events or workshops, 
without creating a sustained conversation or support system. 

                                          ,                       

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED     17  March  2026 

17Mar Karnataka Speaker adjourns House as govt. delays replies 

                                        व                            

17Mar Opposition notice seeking CEC‘s removal cites his remarks against Rahul 

        व                   व                           फ                  

     
 

17Mar. Karnataka Speaker 
adjourns House as govt. 
delays replies 

                             

           व       

                     

 U.T. Khader halts 
proceedings over failure of govt. 
in responding to members‟ 
queries; only 30% of unstarred 
questions receive replies, he 
notes; House resumes after talks 
with CM Siddaramaiah. 

   .   .                         

                      वफ       

                    ;            

        30%                

          ;                      

   च                          

 In a rare development in 
the Karnataka Legislative 

Assembly, Speaker U.T. Khader on Monday abruptly adjourned the House, expressing 
disappointment with the Congress government for failing to provide answers to questions 
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raised by members despite repeated directions. 

                            व                .   .                   च             

        औ     -                                                                                

                 

 The Speaker's action — significant given that Mr. Khader himself is a Congress MLA from 
Mangaluru — came after Ministers and departments failed to submit written replies to a 
number of unstarred questions submitted by members. 

               व   —                                                  व        —       

           औ   व                                                                       

 Opposition members had been repeatedly complaining about this. 

  व               इ                            

 When the Speaker asked the government to table answers, Home Minister G. 
Parameshwara placed 84 replies against the 230 sought. 

                                        ,               .                    230             

     84               

 Expressing strong displeasure, Mr. Khader said he had issued clear directions from the 
Chair four times. 

                                                          च                             

 “This session is not meant for Ministers. 

 “                              

 It is meant for legislators who meet once in three months to raise issues concerning their 
constituencies. 

     व                                               व                                               

 Only 15 starred questions are taken up during Question Hour. 

                     15                         

 If a majority of unstarred questions go unanswered, why should members come to the 
House?” he asked. 

                                          ,                      ?”              

 Stating that there had been no improvement despite repeated warnings, he said, “Until the 
Ministers and the secretaries concerned explain this lapse, I will not run this House.” 

                  -    च                                        औ     , “           औ          

   व इ                       ,    इ              च       ” 

 He went on to adjourn the proceedings. 

 इ                   व                

 Before adjournment, Leader of the Opposition R. Ashok said it was the fifth time the 
Speaker had warned the government over the issue. 

              व             .                       व                    इ          

         च              

 Last week, Mr. Khader had cautioned Ministers saying: “Just because I speak softly, do not 
mistake it for my weakness.” 

                                 च                     : “     इ                        , इ        

                ” 

 He had pointed out that only around 30% of unstarred questions had received replies. 

                              30%                             

 After adjourning the House, the Speaker held a meeting with Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah. 

                                                               

 Following the talks, he resumed the proceedings. 

    च                     व     फ          

 Mr. Parameshwara assured members strict measures would be taken to prevent 
recurrence of such incidents. 
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17Mar. Opposition notice 
seeking CEC‘s removal cites 
his remarks against Rahul 

         व                  

 व                       

    फ                  

     

 The notice seeking the removal 
of Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
Gyanesh Kumar cites concerns ranging 
from the selection process for the post 
to his public confrontation with Leader 
of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi, and reports of 
widespread deletion of voters in two 
constituencies in Karnataka, an 
Opposition leader said on Monday. 

         व      (CEC)             

                                          

                             व      

                              व      

    व औ                              

                                    

                 च                   

      ,                                

     

 The Opposition is yet to make 
the contents of the 10-page notice 
against Mr. Kumar public. 

  व                               10 

                                             

 The notice signed by 193 Opposition MPs — 130 in the Lok Sabha and 63 in the Rajya 
Sabha — has listed seven charges against Mr. Kumar including “partisan and 
discriminatory conduct”, “obstruction of inquiries into electoral fraud” and “mass 
disenfranchisement”. 

 193  व            —                 130 औ            63              —      

        इ                                                ,       “          औ  

     व         ”, “    व                         ” औ  “                          व     

    ”           

 The Opposition alleges that the special intensive revision (SIR) exercise was used to 
benefit the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. 

  व                            व    व   (SIR)                                      

          च                     

 The notices, filed on Friday, follow months of Opposition protests over the SIR of electoral 
rolls. 

    व                                             SIR                      च       व      

 व                          

 MPs have alleged ―manipulation‖ of voter lists and accused the Election Commission 
(EC) of overlooking complaints of disenfranchisement. 

                              ―   फ  ‖                  औ      व      (EC)                

व                                                             

 According to an Opposition leader, the notices draw heavily from Mr. Gandhi‘s February 
2025 dissent note, submitted when Mr. Kumar was selected as CEC by the three-member 
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committee comprising the Prime Minister, the Home Minister and the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

     व                                       फ व   2025                                 

     ,                                     ,          औ   व                          

                             व      च        

 Mr. Gandhi had termed the government‟s late-night decision to appoint the CEC 
“disrespectful and discourteous”, pointing out that the committee‟s composition and 
process were under challenge in the Supreme Court. 

             CEC                                          फ        “         औ  

   ”          औ                            औ                         च                

 The main point of contention has been the removal of the Chief Justice of India from the 
selection committee, which now comprises the Prime Minister, the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and a Union Cabinet Minister, securing a majority for the 
government. 

                                                                   ,                  , 

           व          , औ                                ,                              

    

 The notices also cite Mr. Kumar‘s public ultimatum to Mr. Gandhi at an August 2025 
press conference, where the CEC demanded that he either apologise or file a signed 
affidavit backing his allegations of “vote theft”. 

              2025                                                   व                 

          ,              व                      फ            “व       ”                    

                    फ                           

 The Opposition parties said that such remarks were partisan and compromised the 
neutrality of the office. 

  व                                              औ                                      

 They have also flagged alleged voter-roll manipulation in two Karnataka Assembly seats, 
Aland and Mahadevapura. 

                      व            ,      औ       व    ,                           फ      

                  

GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS 

COVERED     
17  March  2026 

17Mar Oppn. flags govt. plan to move Bill 
on IPS deputation in CAPFs 

  व      CAPFs    IPS              

 व                               

 व    ठ   
 

17Mar. Oppn. flags govt. plan to move Bill 
on IPS deputation in CAPFs 

  व      CAPFs    IPS               व     

                           व    ठ   

 Opposition members on Monday questioned 
the government‘s intention to introduce a Bill in the 
ongoing session of the Parliament to codify the 
deputation of Indian Police Service (IPS) officers in 
the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), despite a 
Supreme Court ruling to progressively reduce IPS 
deputation up to the rank of Inspector-General in the 
CAPFs and grant them organised group stature. 
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  व                                                                 व                  

               (CAPFs)                   व  (IPS)                                     

             व                   ,                             CAPFs                      

      IPS                  -             औ                                              

    

 Against this backdrop, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Monday met Ajay Malik, 
Assistant Commandant of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), who lost a leg in an 
Improvised Explosive Device blast during an anti-Maoist operation in Jharkhand on 
March 1. 

 इ                                                         ,             व           

(CRPF)                     ,              ,         1         झ               व     व     

                   व           व   व    (IED)  व                         

 Mr. Malik who was airlifted to the AIIMS, Delhi had to undergo amputation and is presently 
recuperating at the CRPF‘s camp hospital in Delhi. 

            AIIMS,                           ,                व     (amputation) 

         औ                       CRPF                            

 He joined the CRPF in 2011 as an AC and 15 years on, remains at the same post. 

        2011    CRPF                   (AC)                      औ  15 व                 

                 

 The CAPFs officers have argued that despite leading operations from the front and 
several of them having been killed in the line of action, they face career stagnation and 
most times the first promotion comes only after 15-18 years of service. 

 CAPFs                                                         औ                      

                                 ठ   व                       औ                  15-18 

व        व                      

 Presently, 20% of posts in the rank of Deputy Inspector-General and 50% of posts in the 
rank of Inspector-General in the CAPFs are reserved for IPS officers through an 
executive order. 

           CAPFs                                20% औ                         50% IPS 

                                                     

 The total strength of the CAPF is around 10 lakh, which includes 13,000 Group A cadre 
officers. 

 CAPF                 10       ,       13,000    -A                        

 The Home Ministry is the cadre controlling authority of both the CAPFs and IPS. 

               CAPFs औ  IPS                                  

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED     17  March  2026 

17Mar USCIRF is creating a distorted picture of India, says Centre 

 USCIRF          व                       ,             

17Mar Neighbourhood diplomacy and its West Asia challenge 

               औ                         

17Mar Why will Trump find it hard to reopen the Strait of Hormuz? 

                               फ             ठ          ? 
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17Mar. USCIRF is creating a distorted picture of 
India, says Centre 

 USCIRF          व                       ,        

     

 The U.S. Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF), in its latest report, has presented a 
―distorted and selective picture of India‖, the External Affairs 
Ministry said on Monday. 

                                          (USCIRF)         

               ―         व    औ             ‖           ,    

     व                             

 “For several years now, the USCIRF has persisted in 
presenting a distorted and selective picture of India, relying on 
questionable sources and ideological narratives rather than 
objective facts. 

 “          USCIRF                 व    औ              

                ,                                  औ  व       

                    

 Such repeated misrepresentations only undermine the 
credibility of the Commission itself,” Ministry spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said after the USCIRF in its latest report called 
for ―targeted sanctions‖ against India‟s external intelligence 
agency, the Research & Analysis Wing, and the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 

        -                                            व        

                ,”            व             व             

   ,    USCIRF                                         फ        , 

                    व   (RAW) औ              व      (RSS)    

―           ‖                   

 The report said this was ―for their responsibility and tolerance of several violations of 
religious freedom by freezing those individuals‘ and entities' assets and barring their 
entry into the United States‖. 

                             ―                                                 औ  

                                औ                                                

            व           ‖             च      

 The report further said that bilateral trade policies with India should be linked to 
―improvements in religious freedoms‖. 

                                                              ―                      ‖    

          च      

 “Instead of persisting with selective criticism of India, USCIRF would do well to reflect on 
the disturbing incidents of vandalism and attacks on Hindu temples in the United 
States,” Mr. Jaiswal said. 

        व         , “                                        USCIRF              

                               फ   औ                                   च        च     ” 

‗Needs attention‘ 

 ‗             व    ‘ 

 “Growing intolerance and intimidation of members of the Indian diaspora in the United 
States merit serious attention,” Mr. Jaiswal added. 

        व             , “                             व                                

         औ                                                ” 

 There have been several incidents of violence against individuals belonging to the Indian 
community in the U.S. as well as members of the Indian diaspora in the U.S. in recent 
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years. 

                                                  औ          व                       

                                

 There have also been several incidents of vandalism at Hindu temples and properties 
that India has urged the U.S. to address. 

 इ                        औ                 फ                        ,                   

               व                        

 

 

 

 

 

17Mar. Neighbourhood diplomacy and its West Asia challenge 

               औ                         

 With the sinking of the Iranian warship, IRIS Dena, in the Indian Ocean, by the United 
States on March 4, the war in West Asia came home to South Asia. 

4                                       व                   IRIS Dena                , 

                                          

 With each passing day, the war that began on February 28 has reached South Asian homes 
in a number of ways — disrupting the availability of daily necessities, travel, trade, food and 
fuel for cooking and transport, fertilizers, and the safety of citizens in the West Asia region. 

                     28 फ व                                          च       —      

        ,     ,      ,     ,     ,       औ                                         

 Approximately 25 million South Asians live and work in West Asia, including 10 million 
Indians, 5 million Pakistanis, 5–6 million Bangladeshis, 2 million Nepalis, and signi•cant 
numbers from Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and Maldives. 
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     25                                       औ             ,       10        

      , 5                , 5–6                 , 2                         

 Afghans — 5 to 8 million — are refugees in Iran. 

5–8         फ                       

 In addition, Indians make up about 15% of the population of seafarers, or crew aboard 
merchant ships worldwide, along with other South Asians, all of whom are at risk of harm, 
particularly those positioned around the Strait of Hormuz, where Iran has weaponised 
access. 

                                   15%   ,                Strait of Hormuz               

       

 As New Delhi formulates its next steps in the war, it is necessary to consider not only what it 
will mean for the whole region but also its own ties with each neighbour. 

                                   ,                 औ                                       

           

India‘s stance could raise eyebrows 

            व                  

 It is important to recognise that New Delhi‟s posture at the start of the war — when U.S.-
Israel strikes killed Iran‟s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei — has been out of step 
with most of the region. 

                                              -                                       

                                              

 Bangladesh and Pakistan issued statements condemning Khamenei‟s death almost 
immediately, the Maldives condemned both sides, and Sri Lanka offered condolences. 

         औ                              ,      व                           औ               

               

 In contrast, it took South Block five days to send Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri to the 
Iranian Embassy. 

इ          ,         5         औ          च   व                                   

 It took another week for the Ministry of External Affairs to express “grief” over the killing of 
more than 150 students and teachers at a school for girls in Minab. 

इ         व              150         छ     औ                                     औ  

           

 Even in the wider region, a statement by ASEAN Foreign Ministers criticised the U.S. and 
Israel for initiating attacks and Iran for retaliation. 

                ASEAN  व                      -       औ                   च       

 This is less about optics and more about cultural values: the killing of Khamenei (86 years) 
violated international norms. 

                                                 —86 व                              

                      

 That India‟s statements condemned Iran‘s retaliatory strikes without criticising the U.S. or 
Israel is an anomaly. 

                        व                च        औ         -                       

             

 It is possible to explain the initial reactions in light of Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s visit 
to Israel two days before the strikes. 

                                                                   

 His statement in the Knesset that India would stand with Israel “in the moment and beyond” 
also shaped perceptions. 

Knesset                                                 

 But as the war escalates and Iran shows resilience, there is a need to calibrate a more 
balanced response. 

    -                  ,                                                 

 India‟s traditional position of maintaining ties with all countries in West Asia without taking 
sides has ensured trust and goodwill. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
3

 

                     ,                                                   ,  व    औ     व   

              

 This was evident during outreach to Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian regarding the 
safe passage of Indian ships through the Strait of Hormuz. 

   Masoud Pezeshkian       च          ,      Strait of Hormuz                            

                       

 In addition, the U.S.‘s unabashed pride in bombing IRIS Dena near Sri Lanka without 
even attempting to help the surviving sailors has come as a shock to many in the 
region. 

        व ,               IRIS Dena                          व     व                  

                    व                         झ        

 It is admirable that the Indian Navy immediately assisted the Sri Lankan Navy in the rescue 
operations, and that both Delhi and Colombo served as safe harbour to other Iranian military 
ships in the area. 

                                                                    औ       औ            

                                 

 Yet, the Indian Navy‟s failure to express its condolences for the deaths of the sailors who had 
recently been its guests at MILAN 2026 and the International Fleet Review 
(Visakhapatnam, February) is difficult to understand. 

      , MILAN 2026 औ  फ व       व                                                      

                                                  

Economic, regional and maritime security 

     ,       औ              

 Going forward, India must reassure its neighbours — other than Pakistan — that it remains 
cognisant of their concerns. 

           ,                                                                    

 च                   

 As energy shortages deepened, New Delhi received requests for petrol and diesel from 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Maldives; landlocked Nepal and Bhutan may follow. 

                                     ,        औ       व          -                 , औ  

     -                         

 India must plan ahead to avoid a repeat of 2021, when it halted vaccine supplies due to the 
Delta variant (SARS-CoV-2) crisis. 

        2021               च                      च    ,         व                     

                   

 Subsequently, India‟s ―Vaccine Maitri‖ programme helped restore trust and highlighted the 
need for an ―all of region‖ approach. 

       ―व         ‖                           औ                                   

 Since 2020, South Asia has faced multiple crises: COVID-19, India-China tensions (LAC), 
Russia-Ukraine war impacts, and supply disruptions in grain, oil, urea. 

2020                                         : COVID-19,     -       व,   -          

औ                 

 It also faced fluctuations in remittances, impacts of Trump tariff policies, and challenges to 
apparel, seafood exports, and rising threat of Artificial Intelligence on jobs. 

इ                         -   व,          फ     , औ         ,                  AI           

                     

 It is not a coincidence that many of India‟s neighbours have seen youth protests and new 
governments emerging. 

                                        व            औ                  

 An example is Nepal‘s election (March 5) which brought its first Gen-Z-led government to 
power. 

             , 5                व             Gen-Z            
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 The BJP‘s losses in the 2024 general election and Modi‘s first coalition minority 
government are also linked to youth disaffection. 

2024     व    BJP        औ           ठ                                            

 These changes have impacted India‟s diplomacy, requiring a shift from a more muscular 
neighbourhood policy to engaging with newly elected leaders. 

इ                                              ,                                    

                          

 India must also recognise that its position as ―net security provider‖ in the region has 
been challenged by the U.S.‘s sinking of the IRIS Dena, which cuts more deeply given 
their joint membership of the Quad (the strategic forum comprising the U.S., Japan, 
India, and Australia). 

                झ                   ―net security provider‖                       

IRIS Dena                          व                  ,  व      Quad                    

 At their last meeting in July 2025, the Quad Foreign Ministers issued a statement 
rea•rming their commitment to ―peace and stability‖ in the Indo-Pacific region. 

      2025            Quad  व                   -     फ           औ                       

      

 They declared that they ―strongly oppose any unilateral actions that seek to change the 
status quo by force or coercion‖, a reference to China. 

                     फ           व                               ,                        

 With the U.S. behaving unilaterally, India must move to strengthen its own coalitions in the 
maritime region. 

               फ   व             ,                                           च      

 This includes the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), the Colombo Security Conclave, 
and the Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR). 

इ    IORA, Colombo Security Conclave, औ  IFC-IOR        च           

 So that it is not caught unawares in the future. 

                                          

 South Asia requires more regional trade, connectivity and energy sharing platforms, 
along with more conversations on regional security. 

                              ,       व   औ         झ                        व      

           

 As each country in the subcontinent is a stakeholder. 

                                        

 On the global stage, India‟s position as Chair of the Quad requires it to host a summit this 
year — when U.S. President Donald Trump is to visit India. 

           , Quad                         इ                               ,    

                       

 But India‟s immediate priority should be to convene a Quad Foreign Ministers‘ meeting to 
ensure better communication and stability. 

                       Quad  व                 ठ              च      

 To chart a more stable course for the maritime region in view of the West Asia war. 

                                                                        

New Delhi must restore the balance 

                                  

 On the other side of the global North-South divide, India is also due to convene the BRICS 
Summit in 2026. 

         -      व          च,         2026    BRICS                            

 Bringing rivals and BRICS members Iran and UAE together may be difficult due to tensions. 

     औ  UAE                                च                      

 New Delhi‟s diplomatic skills must be used to forge consensus for a BRICS statement 
highlighting South Asia‟s concerns. 

                                          BRICS                        च         
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 Having momentarily abandoned its balancing act between U.S.-Israel and Iran, it is time for 
India to restore the balance in its West Asia policy. 

       -       औ            च                                                       

                 च      

 New Delhi‟s traditional position on the tightrope may be tense, but it provides a more 
beneficial vantage point for shaping the future. 

                    च            ,                                                          

         

 

17Mar. Why will Trump find it 
hard to reopen the Strait of 
Hormuz? 

                              

 फ             ठ          ? 

 U.S. President Donald Trump has 
demanded help from allies to reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz, which usually carries 
about a fifth of global energy supplies, 
but even if he can assemble a major 
coalition it could prove very hard to end 
Iran's blockade. 

                                           

                                      

        ,            व                    

         व                   ,           

        ठ                          

                                        

 Iran lies along one side of the 
narrow strait and has responded to the 
U.S.-Israeli attack from February 28 by 
using drones, missiles and mines to 
make the vital waterway unsafe for the 
colossal oil and gas tankers that slowly 
traverse it each day. 

      इ                              

          औ       28 फ व             -

                            ,        औ  

                            इ          

                    औ                    

                     

 When a commander in Iran's 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
warned in 2011 that cutting off the strait 

would be "easier than drinking a glass of water", the threat to the strait 
had already been made many times before. 

                     व                                  2011                      

            ―                             ‖     ,       इ                         

                  च        

 In the years since, the Guards have continued to warn they could close it, including during 
tensions over sanctions and Iran's nuclear programme in 2016 and 2018, and again during 
Israeli and U.S. strikes in June last year. 

 इ                                च                      इ                 ,       2016 औ  2018 
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            औ                                              औ    छ   व                 औ  

                                     

 Analysts have always regarded the closure of the strait as a measure of last resort 
because of the long-term strategic changes it might prompt among Iran's enemies, and 
the potential for retaliation against its own energy sector. 

  व                                                                इ            

 व                                 व            औ                            फ  व    

    व                          

 The attack on Iran starting on February 28 with the killing of its supreme leader has 
changed that equation. 

 28 फ व               व                                 इ                         

 Iranian officials describe the war as existential and the hardline Guards have increasingly 
taken charge of strategy. 

               इ                           औ                                           

             

What is at stake 

       व           

 The narrow passage of water between Iran and Oman that links the Gulf with the Gulf of 
Oman is the only sea exit for oil- and gas-producing countries such as Kuwait, Iran, Iraq, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. 

      औ            च                      ,    फ                               

        ,   व  ,     ,     ,     औ                            औ                         

                     

 Oil prices briefly climbed to their highest level since 2022 on Monday. 

                                         2022                         च      

 High oil prices could trigger another cost-of-living crisis, as happened after Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, according to the United Nations. 

                                                 व                               ,         

2022                                      

 A prolonged conflict could also cause a fertilizer shock, risking global food security. 

             च                व                        ,       व                          

         

 About 33% of the world‘s fertilisers, including sulphur and ammonia, pass through the 
strait, according to analytics firm Kpler. 

              Kpler                          33%  व   ,           औ                

  , इ                              

 An extended war could fuel fears of a global economic crisis similar to those that followed 
the Middle East oil shocks of the 1970s. 

          व                                       ,         1970             -  व      

                   

 Shipping lanes are just two nautical miles wide and ships must make a turn opposite 
Iranian islands and a mountainous coast that provides cover for Iranian forces, according 
to shipping broker SSY Global. 

                                       औ                                                 ,      

                                             ,                 SSY Global               

 Iran's conventional navy has largely been destroyed but the Guards still have plenty of 
options including fast-attack craft, mini submarines, mines and even jet skis packed 
with explosives, said Tom Sharpe, a retired Royal Navy commander. 

                                                 ,                                व     , 

              व        ,               ,              औ              व                  

           ,       व   व          व                          

 Tehran has the capacity to produce around 10,000 drones a month, according to the Centre 
for Information Resilience, a non-profit research group. 
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      फ                             -                                                 

     10,000                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     17  March  2026 

17Mar India to sign U.S. deal only after clarity on rates 

                                                  झ             

17Mar Are 40 out of 100 children malnourished in Gujarat? 

             100       40               ? 

17Mar Why India must electrify its kitchens 

                      व                         

17Mar Gujarat‘s GMDC, NMDC ink pact on rare earth elements 

           GMDC औ  NMDC                         झ         

17Mar Goods export flat in Feb.; official sees dip in March on conflict 

 फ व      व             ;                           व           

17Mar Sensex, Nifty50 surge 1.1% as concerns over energy supply ease 

                                         औ      50    1.1%         
 

 

17Mar. India to sign U.S. deal only after clarity on rates 

                                                  झ             



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
8

 

 India will sign a trade deal with the U.S. only after the country settles its tariff architecture 
and clarifies country-wise tariff rate, sources in the government have said. 

                             झ                                       फ              

     औ     -व       फ              ,                               

 “Any deal that we finalise and sign has to be seen against the tariff structure or 
comparative advantage that India gets in the U.S. market,” a senior official in the Ministry 
of Commerce said. 

 “                                                   ,         फ                       

                                                           ,” व                       

                

 “The U.S. is working on trying to recreate a tariff architecture globally. 

                               फ                                  

 If they are able to finalise that, at that juncture it would be right to sign the deal,” the official 
said. 

        इ                                  ,                                        ,” 

                

 This comes against the backdrop of two trade-related investigations the U.S. is carrying out 
that could potentially see additional tariffs being levied on a number of countries, including 
India. 

                                            -                                            

                            फ                  

 Meanwhile, Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said that India remains engaged with the 
U.S. on a trade deal. 

 इ    च व        व         व                                         झ          च   

              

 “Pursuant to the U.S. Supreme Court judgment dated February 20, 2026 invalidating 
reciprocal tariffs, the reciprocal tariffs are no longer in force,” Mr. Agrawal told presspersons 
on Monday. 

 “20 फ व   2026                                      ,                   फ         

              ,                                ,”                                       

 “The U.S. government has issued Executive Orders imposing 10% tariffs pursuant to 
Section 122 of the Trade Act, 1974 on certain products from all countries,” he added. 

           , “                        , 1974         122                                  

          10%     फ                                        ” 

 “India remains engaged with the U.S. side for a mutually beneficial trade agreement,” he 
said. 

           , “                                      झ                             

   च                ” 

 India and the U.S. announced a trade deal on February 2 and a joint statement on the 
finalisation of a framework for the deal was released on February 7. 

      औ             2 फ व                 झ                औ  7 फ व      इ         

                                                          

 At the time, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal had said that the deal would be signed in 
March. 

        व                                                                      

 The U.S. Supreme Court on February 20 ruled against the validity of U.S. President 
Donald Trump‘s use of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) to 
levy reciprocal tariffs on America‘s trade partners. 

 20 फ व                                                                                 

                     (IEEPA)                                    झ          

            फ                       

 It is after this that the U.S. imposed 10% tariffs on all its trade partners under Section 122 
of the Trade Act, 1974. 

 इ                             , 1974         122                           झ          

10%     फ           
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 These tariffs are in force for a period of 150 days from February 24. 

          24 फ व      150                               

 “The U.S. deal was to be signed in March. 

 “                 झ                             

 When we said this, at that time the Supreme Court judgement on IEEPA tariffs had not 
come,” the official explained. 

                  ,        IEEPA     फ                                   ,”            

        

 “Now with the Supreme Court judgement on IEEPA tariffs, the tariffs per se don‟t exist.” 

 “   IEEPA     फ                                                              ” 

 Additionally, over the course of March 11-12, the U.S. Trade Representative initiated two 
separate investigations into the U.S.‘ trade partners under Section 301 of the Trade Act, 
1974. 

 इ           11-12                                               , 1974         301    

                         झ                      -                  

 If the findings of these investigations warrant it, the U.S. can impose additional tariffs on 
particular countries. 

     इ     च              च           ,                                    फ              

 Under the framework announced by the two countries, the U.S. was to impose an 18% tariff 
on most goods imported from India. 

                           च                                                    18%     फ 

          

 Now, the new rate will depend on the rates the U.S. imposes on India‘s competitors. 

          इ                                                                              

 “Depending on how their tariff architecture settles, that will determine where India will land,” 
the official said. 

               , “   इ                                 फ                       ,              

                           ” 

 “In case all others are at 19%, 20%, 21%, 22%, then India will remain at 18%. 

 “                    19%, 20%, 21%, 22%         ,         18%               

 But if others come down, then India will also come down. 

                                     ,                           

 That is something for the U.S. also to take a call on.” 

 इ                                   ” 

On Russian oil 

            

 Mr. Agrawal also highlighted that the U.S.‘ removal of tariffs on India is linked to its import of 
Russian oil. 

                                                     फ                                 

       

 “On February 7, 2026, the 25% additional ad-valorem tariffs imposed by the U.S. on 
certain Indian exports citing India‘s imports of Russian oil were removed,” Mr. Agrawal 
noted. 

 “7 फ व   2026                                                                           

           25%          -व          फ           ,”                  

 Following the start of the ongoing conflict in West Asia, the U.S. Treasury Department 
issued an order to “allow” India to import oil from Russia, a concession it later expanded to 
all countries. 

                                                          व                              

        “      ”                       ,                                        

 “On petroleum, whether we are buying it at a premium [from Russia], the Petroleum 
Ministry would be the right forum to answer it in detail,” Mr. Agrawal said. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
0

 

                , “                     ,       इ                              , इ          

                                   ” 

 He said, “But we do monitor the import data and we can say that we are buying Russian oil 
and there has been an increased buying of Russian oil in the current month because of the 
challenges we are facing.” 

           , “                                        औ                              

            औ                        च                                        ” 

 

 

 

 

17Mar. Are 40 out of 100 children malnourished in Gujarat? 

             100       40               ? 

 Data indicates that the statement is true and that there is a higher burden of malnutrition 
among the tribal communities of the State 

Data        च                        औ  State    tribal communities                   

  झ    
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 On March 12, child malnutrition in Gujarat became the subject of a debate in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

12                               व                   व        

 During a discussion on the budgetary demands of the Women and Child Development 
Department, Congress MLA Jignesh Mevani stated that, 

                                    चच                                  व             , 

 “despite..BJP government...[having] more than 150 seats and 28 years of rule, only one 
•gure comes on record, that 40 out of 100 children are malnourished. 

“150               औ  28 व                                                   100       

40                 

 A very large section of them are tribals.” 

                        व             ” 

 Women and Child Development Minister Manisha Vakil responded that the Opposition 
was relying on •gures from the NFHS (2019-21). 

                               व                   NFHS (2019-21)                        

 And asked members to “update your knowledge”. 

औ                  “                   ” 

 Ms. Vakil told the Assembly that, according to the Poshan Tracker system, “only 11.4% of 
children in Gujarat were malnourished as of January 2026.” 

                                     व   2026         11.4%                 

Di•erent methods 

 व          

 The Poshan Tracker and the NFHS cannot be directly compared as they use di•erent 
methods. 

           औ  NFHS                                     इ                  

 The NFHS is a sample-based household survey conducted on a representative population. 

NFHS                 व        

 While the Poshan Tracker is a real-time monitoring system under Mission Poshan 2.0. 

                          2.0            -              

 That records growth data for children registered at anganwadi centres. 

       व                                          

 “There are several issues in using Poshan Tracker data to counter NFHS •gures. 

“                      NFHS                                            

 Poshan Tracker is supposed to be a complete census of children attending or enrolled at 
anganwadis. 

                                                                   

 We do not know how complete the information is. 

                      ,                 

 NFHS data is representative of the entire population (including children who do not go to 
anganwadis),” said Reetika Khera. 

NFHS                                     ,”                     

 The two datasets cover di•erent populations and are not strictly comparable. 

              -                          औ                     

 “We do not know to what extent one can take Poshan Tracker data at face value. 

“                                                                    

 Anganwadi workers face issues with app and connectivity. 

                          औ        व                    

 So often they just enter some data, which may not re�ect actual weight and height,” she 
added. 

इ                                 ,”             

 The latest publicly available Poshan Tracker data (July 2025) provides separate •gures. 

      2025                              -                   
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 For stunting, wasting and underweight. 

      , व      औ      व           

 It shows 32.7% stunted, 7.2% wasted, and 18.4% underweight children in Gujarat. 

इ    32.7%      , 7.2% व    , औ  18.4%     व           

 Among 36 States/UTs, Gujarat ranks 21st in stunting. 

36      /                                    21व             

 And 31st in wasting and underweight. 

औ  व      व     व      31व             

 Placing it among the poorest performers in malnutrition indicators. 

                                              व                       

 Poshan Tracker data for July 2025 shows that several States in central and eastern 
India rank near the bottom on these indicators. 

      2025                                         औ    व                              

         

 Bihar (9.3%), Chhattisgarh (7.7%) and Madhya Pradesh (8.1%) are among the worst 
performers in wasting. 

      (9.3%), छ      (7.7%) औ          (8.1%)                                           

       

 While Madhya Pradesh (24.8%) records the highest proportion of underweight children. 

             (24.8%)                  व           

 In the case of stunting, Uttar Pradesh (48.8%) has the highest prevalence. 

                   (48.8%)               

 Followed by Jharkhand, Assam, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, each with more than 42% 
children stunted. 

इ        झ     ,    ,       औ            ,      42%                       

 In contrast, States such as Goa, Sikkim, Manipur, Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 
report lower levels. 

इ             व ,      ,       ,             औ                            

 Of stunting, wasting and underweight. 

      , व      औ      व                      

Verifying the claim 

  व           

 NFHS-5 (2019-21) is the latest nationally representative survey. 

NFHS-5 (2019-21)                         

 As NFHS-6 (2023-24) results are yet to be published. 

      NFHS-6 (2023-24)                                  

 In NFHS-5, 39% children in Gujarat were stunted. 

NFHS-5              39%               

 25.1% were wasted and 39.7% were underweight. 

25.1% व     औ  39.7%     व       

 NFHS does not report a single overall malnutrition percentage. 

NFHS                                    

 These indicators are used to assess child malnutrition. 

इ    च                                    

 The national averages were 36% stunting, 19.3% wasting, and 32.1% underweight. 

       औ   36%       , 19.3% व     , औ  32.1%     व       

 Stunting and underweight levels are close to 40%. 

       औ               40%             

 So the statement that ―40 out of 100 children‖ are malnourished is consistent with NFHS 
findings. 

इ     ―100    40            ‖         NFHS                 

 Depending on which indicator is used. 

                  च                    
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 Mr. Mevani also said that “a large proportion belonged to tribal communities.” 

                             व                  

 District level NFHS-5 data shows several worst performing districts are tribal districts. 

                       च                                     व             

 In stunting, worst districts include Dahod (55.3%), Chhota Udaipur (48.6%), Narmada 
(47.2%), Panchmahal (47.1%). 

                (55.3%), छ           (48.6%),       (47.2%),        (47.1%)               

 All of them are tribal districts. 

          व             

 In wasting, The Dangs (40.9%), Tapi (36.6%), Panchmahal (35.7%), Sabarkantha (33.1%) 
are highest. 

व              (40.9%),      (36.6%),        (35.7%),        ठ  (33.1%)             

 All are tribal districts. 

          व             

 In underweight, worst districts are The Dangs (53.1%), Dahod (53%), Narmada (52.8%), 
Panchmahal (51.9%), Tapi (51.8%). 

    व           (53.1%),       (53%),       (52.8%),        (51.9%),      (51.8%)      

         

 All of them are tribal districts. 

          व             

 The claim that about 40% children are malnourished is supported by NFHS-5 data. 

40%                              NFHS-5                       

 District data shows higher burden in tribal communities. 

                व                                      
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17Mar. Why India must electrify its kitchens 

                      व                         

 India spends $26.4 billion a year importing cooking gas, most of it shipped through the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

            $26.4                                      ,                         

 फ                   

 It has 332 million LPG connections, yet 37% of households still burn redwood and dung. 

        332        LPG         ,        37%    व              औ                 
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 The arithmetic has shifted: cooking with electricity is now cheaper than cooking with 
unsubsidised LPG. 

                  :                                व    LPG            

 But moving hundreds of millions of kitchens from ame to wire raises questions about cost, 
grid stress, and demand spikes. 

                                                     ,        व औ                             

Why is gas-based clean cooking hitting a wall? 

                                      ? 

 Domestic LPG connections grew from 150 million (2015) to 332 million (2025). 

      LPG       150        (2015)         332        (2025)        

 But India imports 60% LPG and 50% natural gas. 

           60% LPG औ  50%                           

 The IEEFA estimates import bill reached $26.4 billion in FY24-25, a 50% rise in six years. 

IEEFA                    FY24-25    $26.4          ,    6 व      50% व        

 Every West Asian escalation sends a price shock into Indian kitchens. 

                 व                     झ             

 Gas-based clean cooking has hit an affordability ceiling. 

                                     

Can electricity beat gas on cost, efficiency, and everyday cooking? 

              औ                         ? 

 An IEEFA study (October 2025) found electric cooking is 37% cheaper than LPG. 

IEEFA (      2025)                               LPG    37%         

 And 14% cheaper than piped natural gas for a family of four in Delhi. 

औ          च                       PNG    14%         

 Even without electricity subsidy. 

                            

 Only PMUY subsidised LPG is cheaper, but it costs thousands of crores to the 
government. 

     PMUY       व    LPG       ,                             च                

 The efficiency gap is stark: Induction (85%) vs LPG (40%). 

                   :       (85%)      LPG (40%)  

 Electric pressure cookers use the least energy (MECS programme). 

                                             (MECS       )  

 Indian cooking is multi-tasking (chapati, tadka, dal). 

                               (    ,     ,    )  

 A single-plate induction is not enough. 

                                  

 TERI says R & D is needed for multi-pot and flame-like induction models. 

TERI              -    औ                                

 Explaining only 5% electric cooking share (2021). 

इ    2021      व  5%                               

 IISD and IEEFA suggest starting with urban kitchens. 

IISD औ  IEEFA                                      

 To free LPG for rural areas lacking electricity. 

     LPG                        च            

 But if 100 million urban kitchens switch to induction in the evening, what happens to the 
power grid? 

          10                       इ     च    ,      व               व      ? 

What is a ‗peak‘? 

‗   ‘      ? 
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 Electricity demand shifts throughout the day. 

                                   

 It ramps up around 3 p.m. and again from 9-11 p.m., mostly because households all up on 
lights, fans, TVs, and ACs at the same time. 

        3     औ      9-11            ,                   ,     ,   व  औ  AC        च    

         

 This surge is called the ‗peak.‘ 

इ            ‗   ‘              

 India‟s peak demand rose from 148 GW (2014) to a record 242.5 GW (December 2025). 

                 148 GW (2014)         242.5 GW (       2025)        

 According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), for every degree rise in average daily 
temperature, peak demand now increases by more than 7 GW. 

IEA                                         7 GW                  

 When demand spikes beyond a distribution company‟s (discom‘s) contracted supply, it has a 
few options — none of them cheap. 

                                        ,                        

 It can buy power on the spot market (Indian Energy Exchange), where prices can swing 
from ₹3.50 per unit in normal hours to ₹9-10 during peak slots. 

             (IEX)                      ,            ₹3.50    ₹9-10                       

 It can re-up expensive gas-based peaking plants or release stored hydropower. 

                   च                 व                        

 It can dispatch grid-scale batteries — BSES Rajdhani (Delhi) has commissioned India‟s 
•rst commercial battery storage system. 

               (BSES       ,     )                      

 Or, as a last resort, it can impose load shedding (power cuts). 

                                                   

 Which disrupts livelihoods and damages industrial output. 

           औ                       

 Now imagine adding millions of induction cooktops to that evening peak window. 

      च                                                  

 Without intelligent management, mass electric cooking would raise costs and outage risks. 

              इ         औ                              

 The question is not whether to electrify cooking, but how to do so without overwhelming the 
grid. 

                                                                

 That is where automated demand response enters the picture. 

                                       

Can smart technology attend the peak automatically? 

                                  ? 

 OpenADR — Open Automated Demand Response is a two-way communication 
standard. 

OpenADR      -  फ                  

 That enables automated participation of smart thermostats, EV chargers, water heaters, 
and cooktops. 

                             

 In demand response, ancillary services (frequency/voltage), and DER coordination. 

            ,       /व     औ  DER          

 These devices can adjust their consumption automatically, without anyone having to lift a 
•nger. 

                                             

 Born after California‘s 2002 energy crisis. 

   2002     फ                                   
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 Its latest version uses standard web protocols. 

इ                                                

 India has begun deploying it. 

        इ                         

 Tata Power Delhi Distribution ran the •rst OpenADR pilot across 167 consumers. 

       व          167                         

 Achieving 14% peak reduction. 

      14%         

 Peak shaving of 7% possible across India. 

        7%                  

 Internationally, South Korea reduced 24% electricity use. 

                                24%         

 Such programmes pay back within four years. 

          4             व                

 What discoms lack is the full stack: 

                              : 

 OpenADR servers, smart-meter receivers, aggregator platforms. 

OpenADR  व  ,          ,            फ     

 That can create virtual power plants. 

   व        व                    

 Building this stack is essential — but it is only half the solution. 

                ,                         

 The other half lies in making households active grid participants. 

                                          

 And upgrading load capacity from 3 kW to 5 kW. 

औ       3 kW    5 kW          

 Through investment in transformers and feeder infrastructure. 

इ             फ     औ  फ                      

Can rooftop solar and neighbourhood trading take the pressure off the grid? 

    फ         औ                           व              ? 

 A rooftop solar panel paired with a battery can turn a household into a ‗prosumer‘— both a 
producer and a consumer. 

           औ                 ‗      ‘—       औ                            

 The solar panel generates power by day; the battery stores surplus energy; and that stored 
energy can be used in the evening to run the induction cooktop. 

                               ;                                 ; औ                        

         

 This o•sets precisely the peak that mass e-cooking would otherwise create. 

                            इ                       

 A 2025 Australian national-grid study referred to a halving of peak load. 

2025                                                   

 And reduction of grid reinforcement costs by 75%. 

औ              75%      

 When residential electrification was combined with rooftop solar, batteries, and o-peak 
scheduling. 

   इ    फ        ,       औ   फ-                       

 India‟s rooftop solar capacity is projected to grow from 24 GW (2026) to 41 GW (2030). 

                        24 GW (2026)         41 GW (2030)       

 Boosted by the PM-Surya Ghar Yojana. 

     PM-                                

 Which aims to provide 300 units free electricity to 10 million households. 

   1              300                                     
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 The real impact comes when surplus solar is traded. 

                                                          

 Peer-to-peer (P2P) energy trading allows households to sell excess electricity directly to 
neighbours. 

P2P                                               च                      

 Through digital platforms, bypassing the discom route. 

          फ              ,                

 India ran South Asia‟s •rst blockchain-based P2P solar trading pilot in Lucknow. 

                                                 P2P       च      

 Led by the India Smart Grid Forum and Powerledger. 

     India Smart Grid Forum औ  Powerledger    च      

 Under a regulatory sandbox approved by the UP Electricity Regulatory Commission. 

UPERC         

 Prosumers set prices, tracked trades in real time, and settled transactions through smart 
contracts. 

                    ,        इ             औ                              

 The result was a 43% reduction in energy buy price. 

                  43%         

 Following success, Uttar Pradesh directed utilities to enable P2P trading. 

                         P2P                           

 In February 2026, the Centre announced a P2P facility under the India Energy Stack. 

फ व   2026           India Energy Stack        P2P                  

 For Delhi and western Uttar Pradesh. 

     औ                         

 If homes on a feeder trade solar during evening cooking hours, the local peak •attens. 

                                                      

 The discom avoids buying expensive power. 

                                       

 And the neighbourhood becomes a micro virtual power plant. 

औ                    व        व                   

What needs to happen, and how soon? 

                  , औ           ? 

 New York‘s All-Electric Buildings Act mandates that most new buildings under seven 
storeys be all-electric from January 2026, and taller buildings from 2029. 

          All-Electric Buildings Act                                    व   2026    औ  

  च  इ      2029                                 

 India has begun laying the groundwork. 

                                        

 The Go Electric campaign and the National E•cient Cooking Programme target two 
million induction stoves. 

Go Electric        औ  National Efficient Cooking Programme       20           

  व     

 The Bureau of Energy Efficiency has launched star labelling for induction hobs. 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency                                        

 The PM-Surya Ghar scheme links rooftop solar adoption to household savings. 

PM-                                                   

 But a wider architecture is needed: 

                 च              : 

 Redirect part of the estimated ₹40,000 crore annual LPG subsidy towards one-time capital 
support for induction cooktops. 

₹40,000      LPG               इ                                   

 Expand EESL‘s bulk-procurement model to e-cooking appliances. 

EESL                         -                     
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 Mandate time-of-use tariffs for e-cooking. 

    - फ-        फ                

 Require OpenADR compatibility in appliances and smart meters. 

           OpenADR                      

 Fund R&D on multi-pot induction technology. 

   -                                 

 Mandate all-electric construction in Tier-1 cities. 

    -1            -         व               

 The urgency is as much geopolitical as economic. 

                     औ                  

 Every dollar spent on LPG imports goes through Strait of Hormuz supply chains. 

              फ                                        

 Electricity can be generated from rooftop solar and batteries domestically. 

       फ         औ                                      

 This shift is from imported fuel to domestic energy. 

                                             

 That is not just energy policy, that is sovereignty. 

                      ,                 

 Urban India is the obvious place to start. 

                                      

 The grid works, smart meters are rolling out. 

         औ                     

 Rooftop solar pays for itself in cities. 

 फ                              

 The technology is there. The numbers add up. 

              औ                      

 We know how to manage the grid. 

                      

 The question is whether the policy framework will catch up before the next oil shock. 

                                                              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

17Mar. Gujarat‘s GMDC, NMDC ink pact on rare 
earth elements 

           GMDC औ  NMDC                       

  झ         

 A Government of Gujarat enterprise Gujarat Mineral 
Development Corporation (GMDC) has entered into an MoU 
with central public sector enterprise NMDC to explore 
opportunities for collaboration in the Rare Earth Elements 
(REE) sector. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
0

 

                                    व                (GMDC)            व          

        NMDC                      (REE)                                         झ    

     (MoU)          

 Both organisations, under the MoU, will work together to evaluate opportunities for technical 
collaboration, project development and potential business structures. 

             इ  MoU                    ,           व    औ       व    व      

                                                               

 The focus will be assessing the potential development of an integrated rare earth value 
chain in Gujarat, including exploration, mining, beneficiation, processing and 
downstream applications. 

                                                                                     , 

           ,    ,      फ     ,        औ                                

 The engagement will primarily explore opportunities associated with GMDC‘s Ambadungar 
Rare Earth deposit. 

                    GMDC                                                            

 The partnership is also expected to facilitate knowledge exchange, technical evaluation 
and coordinated efforts towards advancing rare earth resource development, GMDC said 
on Monday. 

 GMDC                          झ                 -    ,                औ        

                                     ,                               व                    
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17Mar. Goods export flat in Feb.; official sees dip in March on conflict 

 फ व      व             ;                           व           

 Commerce Secretary Agrawal noted March may be challenging on account of logistical 
issues in the West Asia crisis, while releasing Feb. data. 

 व        व   व      फ व                                                        

                  च         च                      

 India‘s trade balance stood at a deficit of about $4 billion in February compared with a 
surplus of $2.7 billion a year earlier due in large part to merchandise exports staying flat 
while imports of both merchandise and services grew significantly during the month. 

                      फ व           4                        ,                  2.7 

                     ,                व                      औ  व     व   व       

                व             

 Releasing the data, Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said exports in March are likely 
to be impacted by the ongoing conflict in West Asia. 

                   , व        व         व                                             

                                       

 As per the Ministry of Commerce and Industry data, total exports, including merchandise 
and services, grew 11% to $76.1 billion, while total imports rose 21.7% to $80.1 billion. 

 व     औ                                            ,       व   औ    व            , 11% 

     76.1                ,               21.7%      80.1                  

 Within this, merchandise imports widened the gap over exports. 

 इ    व        औ                                

 Merchandise exports were largely flat at $36.6 billion in February compared with $36.9 
billion a year earlier. 

 व          फ व           36.6                    ,                36.9              

 Merchandise imports, however, climbed 24.2% to $63.7 billion over this period. 

         व        इ          24.2%      63.7                  

‗Likely to worsen‘ 

 ‗औ                व  ‘ 

 Mr. Agrawal said the situation may worsen in March because of the West Asia crisis. 

      व                                                  औ                
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 “Despite all of the challenges, our merchandise exports have been doing well,” Mr. 
Agrawal told the press. 

      व                , “                              व                               ” 

 “The month of March will be a challenging one as well, because of too many logistics 
challenges, and when one part of the geography gets constrained, then too much of 
exports will not happen. 

           , “                                                               , औ     

                                                          व               

 Exports will likely see a downward trend this month because of the logistical challenges.” 

                           इ                      व      झ                        ” 

 In February, services exports climbed almost 25% to $39.5 billion while imports grew 
almost 13% to $16.4 billion. 

 फ व        व              25%      39.5                ,                13% 

     16.4                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17Mar. Sensex, Nifty50 surge 1.1% as 
concerns over energy supply ease 

                                         औ  

    50    1.1%         

 India‘s benchmark indices climbed 1.1% after 
concerns over energy supply eased with two Indian 
ships transporting LPG to India for the first time since 
the Iran war began. 

                         1.1%                       

         च                                            

                        LPG                  

 Nifty50 and BSE Sensex30 opened at 
23,116.10 and 74,415.79 respectively with a slight dip 
reaching the day‘s low after trading for more than an 
hour. 

     50 औ             30      23,116.10 औ  
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74,415.79         औ                                                                   

      च     

 The indices gradually gained and touched a high of 23,502 and 75,805.27 before closing 
at 23,408.80 and 75,502.85 respectively. 

 इ                    -         औ  23,502     75,805.27                              

23,408.80 औ  75,502.85            

 The optimism was not broad-based with about 2,212 stocks advancing and 1,074 stocks 
declining in over 3,371 stocks that traded on Monday on the NSE. 

       व                      NSE                                3,371                   

        2,212               1,074            

 Just six of the 21 NSE sectoral indices were positive. 

 NSE    21                             छ                  

 The benchmarks had slid over 5% last week. 

                            5%                    

 While the indices show signs of optimism, it has not reflected in oil prices and foreign 
exchange rates. 

                    व                       ,                        औ   व                  

                    

 Brent Crude Futures continued to trade at about $102 a barrel and rupee at over ₹92 a 
dollar. 

                    102                  औ       92                                   

 Besides, wholesale inflation came in at a 11-month high of 2.3% in February 2026. 

 इ          फ व   2026                 11                2.3%       च     

 “The sentiment was under pressure during the first half due to the global oil benchmark 
rising by about 1.7% to $105/barrel. 

           , “             व                         1.7%      105                       

             व      व        

 However, markets rebounded sharply on reports the U.S. was preparing to form a coalition 
to escort ships via Strait of Hormuz, easing concerns over disruptions to global energy 
supplies,” said Siddhartha Khemka, head of research, wealth management, Motilal 
Oswal Financial Services Ltd. 

                                                                             ठ           

                   ,       व                     व        च             औ                

 छ     ,                 ,      फ      , व           ,           व   फ         

  व                     

GS Paper III:  S&T, 

TOPICS COVERED     17  March  2026 

17Mar Kerala HC permits extraction of gametes of brain-dead man 

                      -                                        

17Mar Centre clears ‗quantum lab‘ installation at 23 institutions 

        23            ‗         ‘                    

17Mar ‗IIIT-Hyderabad app turns impaired speech into clear speech in near-
real-time‘ 

‗IIIT-            impaired speech    near-real-time    clear speech    

        ‘ 

17Mar The dual impact of Artificial Intelligence on the finance industry 

  व                                  व 
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17Mar. Kerala HC permits extraction of 
gametes of brain-dead man 

                      -                   

                     

 The Kerala High Court has granted interim 
permission to extract and cryopreserve the gametes 
of a person who had been declared brain-dead and is 
on ventilator support, after his wife approached the 
court with the demand, considering the possibility of 
having a biological child in the future. 

                                                 

औ         व                                       

   -                      औ     व                   ,                                     

  व        व                    व                                 

 In the interim order, a Bench of Justice M.B. Snehalatha added that, other than the 
extraction and preservation of the gametes, no further procedure under the Assisted 
Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act shall be carried out, without the permit of the 
court. 

                           .  .             ठ                                   औ  

                             व          (        )                             

                                       

 
 

 

 

 

17Mar. Centre clears ‗quantum lab‘ installation at 23 
institutions 

        23            ‗         ‘                    

 Twenty-three academic institutions across India have been 
approved for setting up quantum teaching laboratories under the 
National Quantum Mission (NQM), with another 100 proposals 
currently being evaluated, according to details from the joint monthly 
meeting of Secretaries of the Science Ministries held in New Delhi on 
Monday. 

         23                                    (NQM)              

                                             ,         100    व      

                                ,                                 

        व                   व                    ठ           

 The NQM, approved with a ₹6003.65 crore budget (2023–2031), 
aims to develop 50–1,000 qubit quantum computers, satellite-based 
secure communication, and high-precision quantum 
sensors/materials. 

                  (NQM),      ₹6003.65             (2023–2031)    

                   ,         50–1,000                   ,          

                   , औ              व              /             
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 The meeting, chaired by the Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science & 
Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh, also reviewed preparations for the India International 
Science Festival 2026, with Pune identified as the proposed venue. 

 इ                 व     व                    (         )   .                  औ  इ    

                       फ   व  2026                               ,                   व  

             च              

 The Department of Biotechnology said it had begun work on the event‘s framework, 
though a final programme and schedule are yet to be decided and will be discussed with 
stakeholder agencies in coming weeks. 

   व           व                                                         ,               

       औ     -                        औ                                           इ  

   चच             
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17Mar. ‗IIIT-Hyderabad app turns impaired speech into clear speech in near-
real-time‘ 

‗IIIT-            impaired speech    near-real-time    clear speech            ‘ 

A whisper. A few slurred words. 

   फ  फ         छ         
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 For those who suffer from dysarthria, a motor speech disorder, basic communication is a 
challenge, indelibly affecting both their professional and personal life. 

       dysarthria (          च        )            ,                     च      च        ,    

            औ                                                 

 But now a new innovation based on artificial intelligence (AI) and developed in India could 
be life-changing. 

                       (AI)           औ                           च                   

            

 Led by associate professor Vineet Gandhi of the International Institute of Information 
Technology (IIIT), Hyderabad, a team has developed a simple app that can help people talk 
as an audio translation converts the speaker‟s voice almost in realtime. 

IIIT,                             व                                                        , 

                             -  इ                                                

 The app can either convert slurred speech into clear, natural-sounding speech or use a 
camera to analyse lip movements and subtle throat vibrations to generate intelligible speech. 

             च         औ                                                          

           औ                                                           

 While the current project runs in English, the team‟s next aim is to take these technologies to 
regional languages, including Hindi, Telugu, and Tamil, as many across the country do not 
have the means to benefit from accessibility-focused AI models. 

                          च        ,                      इ        ,        औ                  

                    ,                                  AI                                   

 For this work, Mr. Gandhi won the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) 
award in 2026. 

इ                          2026                         फ        (ANRF)              

Excerpts from an interview: 

              : 

What inspired you to begin work on this humanitarian AI project? 

      व   AI                                        ? 

 My research has always been driven by a simple question: what real problem can technology 
help solve? 

                                        :                                          ? 

 While my academic training is primarily in computer vision, about four years ago, I began to 
see exciting possibilities emerging in speech research and decided to explore the field more 
deeply. 

                                  व        ,            च                   च      च       

                औ  इ                                       

 I became increasingly aware of the challenges faced by many individuals who lose their ability 
to speak due to medical conditions: the impact of this loss extends far beyond communication 
— it affects independence, identity, and connection. 

                                               च                                      

       : इ           च                  —         ,   च   औ                             

 Recognising this need inspired me to focus my work on accessibility-driven technologies 
designed to restore or enable speech, with the goal of helping people regain their voice. 

इ              च                                                                        

               ,                                   

Could you describe how the app works for people with speech impairment? 

                                     व                                 ? 

 The app is designed to convert impaired or distorted speech into clear, natural-sounding 
speech with only a few hundred milliseconds of delay. 
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                                                                  औ                     

         

 A user simply speaks in their own voice, and the system processes it to produce intelligible 
speech for the listener. 

                                औ       इ                                               

    

 We are also developing a complementary lip-to-speech capability, where a person can silently 
move their lips and the system generates the corresponding speech. 

             lip-to-speech                          ,                             

          औ                              

 A key aspect we are focusing on is personalisation, where users can calibrate and refine the 
application to their voice by reading few minutes of text on the app. 

                              ,                                                 

                                    

 We aim for these technologies to be integrated into common communication platforms, such 
as web-based calling applications, making everyday communication easier for people with 
speech impairments. 

         इ             व  -                                       ,                 

                               च                

 You also aim to expand this technology to regional Indian languages. How do you 
hope to achieve this? 

                                       व                                        

        ? 

 At present, much of the global speech technology ecosystem is predominantly designed for 
English, and our initial experiments have naturally followed the same trajectory. 

                  च                                            इ             , औ        

                                    

 However, a major goal of our research is to extend these capabilities to regional Indian 
languages, where accessible speech technologies are equally important. 

       ,                         इ                                                  ,      

                                     

 To achieve this, we plan to collect speech data in Indian languages and develop data-
effcient models suited for low-resource scenarios. 

इ                                         च                औ                          

        -  फ                         

 Our approach includes data augmentation and efficient fine-tuning of pre-trained models. 

                              औ    -                    इ -                 

 We have already conducted preliminary experiments in Hindi with promising results, and with 
support from the Anusandhan National Research Foundation, we aim to further enhance 
and expand this work to additional Indian languages. 

                                                     , औ  ANRF             इ             

                               

You believe that ―accessibility and linguistic diversity‖ are crucial for AI research in India. 
Could you elaborate? 

               ―accessibility औ  linguistic diversity‖         AI                                

    व                  ? 

 Accessibility and linguistic diversity are fundamental considerations for AI research in India. 

Accessibility औ  linguistic diversity         AI                          च       

 Having spent several years in Europe, I observed that accessibility is far more systematically 
integrated into public infrastructure and digital services there. 

                                                 accessibility               च   औ         
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 In contrast, India still has signi•cant gaps, even in public spaces such as railway stations, 
where basic accessibility provisions are often limited. 

इ          ,                            ,               व                                  , 

              accessibility                    

 This highlights the broader need to design technologies that consciously include people with 
disabilities. 

   इ                                         इ          इ                  व      

                        

 At the same time, India‟s linguistic diversity presents another important dimension. 

      ,                व व                                     

 In many parts of the country, particularly in rural regions, speech remains the most natural 
and primary mode of interaction. 

                  ,                       ,    च                   औ                       

    

 Text-heavy or typing-based interfaces may not always be practical or inclusive in such 
contexts. 

                -            इ     इ                                            

 Therefore, AI systems designed for India must prioritise speech-based interaction and 
support multiple regional languages. 

इ                         AI         speech-based interaction                  च     

औ                                च      

 Taken together, meaningful accessibility and strong support for linguistic diversity are 
essential if digital technologies are to be truly inclusive and widely usable across the country. 

इ               ,        accessibility औ  linguistic diversity                       

                              औ                             

WHO has said the ―future of healthcare is digital‖… 

WHO              ―      व       व           ‖… 

 The World Health Organization has emphasised that the future of healthcare will be 
increasingly digital. 

 व         ठ  (WHO)                                                          

 In a country like India, telemedicine can play a transformative role, particularly when 
supported by basic diagnostic infrastructure at the local level, which enables more accurate 
remote consultations. 

                                                               ,                        

                                      ,                                          

 Another important direction is AI-assisted diagnostics, where machine learning systems 
analyse medical images, speech, or health records to support early disease detection and 
prediction. 

                   AI-                      ,                       च      च   , 

                                                              औ                       

    

 Practical solutions are already emerging. 

                                        

 For example, ‗Shishu Maapan‘ developed by Wadhwani AI helps measure newborn weight 
and size simply from mobile photos and is being adopted by frontline health workers such as 
ASHA workers. 

             , Wadhwani AI             ‗Shishu Maapan‘     इ                        

    औ                            औ  इ                                         

 Digital tools are also enabling assistive healthcare technologies, including speech 
restoration systems for individuals who have lost their ability to speak, and wearable 
devices that continuously monitor health parameters and alert doctors to potential anomalies. 

                                              ,         speech restoration systems 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
0

 

औ  wearable devices,                                         औ                        

                        

 These developments illustrate how digital innovation can make healthcare more accessible 
and scalable. 

                                च                              औ   व                 

    

A common criticism of AI-generated speech is that while it‘s intelligible, it often fails to capture 
the unique cadence of the speaker. When restoring a voice to someone with dysarthria, how 
do you balance the need for clear communication with the need to preserve the user‘s 
individual human essence? 

AI-                                           झ                 ,       व       व    

     (cadence)              वफ           dysarthria व            व                     

   ,          औ           व                                         ? 

 This is an important concern. 

               च        

 If recordings of the speaker‟s original voice from before the onset of dysarthria are available, 
modern voice cloning techniques can recreate that voice with as little as 10 seconds of 
speech. 

    dysarthria                                        ,           voice cloning       

     10                                        

 So preserving an individual‟s vocal identity is technically feasible today, and there is 
substantial research demonstrating this capability. 

इ                             च                                          औ  इ     

                   

 Our current app, however, focuses primarily on restoring content intelligibility, ensuring that 
what the user intends to say is conveyed clearly. 

       ,                           content intelligibility            ,                        

च                       च      

 For now, the generated speech uses a common voice rather than a personalised one. 

      ,                 व                   ,                     

 That said, text-to-speech systems are becoming increasingly natural, to the point that they 
are now being integrated into conversational bots replacing many traditional customer 
service applications. 

इ          , text-to-speech                                औ  conversational bots    

                   ,                                      

 Emotional nuance remains more challenging, as we discussed in our earlier work on 
empathic speech generation, but progress is rapid. 

  व            (emotional nuance)        च            ,                                

   चच        ,                    

How does the model differentiate between impaired speech and a noisy background as the 
user navigates, say, a busy Indian street? 

                                        ,         impaired speech औ         व   व   

                    ? 

 This is indeed a significant challenge in India, where real-world environments can be 
extremely chaotic. 

                          च        ,                                              

 Anyone who has thought about deploying self-driving cars here quickly realises how 
unpredictable our roads can be: traffic patterns, honking, pedestrians, and vehicles all 
interacting in highly dynamic ways. 

      self-driving cars              च     ,                                          

          :       ,     ,           औ                             
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 Speech technology faces a similar level of complexity. 

  च             इ                                  

 In our experiments, we improve robustness using noise augmentation, where we simulate 
different noisy environments during training so the model learns to handle background 
sounds. 

                  noise augmentation                 ,          -                      

                                                                   

 Ultimately, the most effective solution is to collect and train on more real-world data from 
noisy settings. 

                                      real-world data                                 

 Even then, some performance degradation is inevitable because separating impaired speech 
from heavy background noise is fundamentally a di•cult problem. 

      ,                                             impaired speech                    

                    

 

 

 Dysarthria is a motor speech disorder caused by impaired control of muscles used for 
speaking. 

 It results from damage to the nervous system, affecting coordination, strength, or tone of 
speech muscles. 

 Speech becomes unclear, slow, or distorted, even though language comprehension remains 
intact. 
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17Mar. The dual impact of Artificial Intelligence on the finance industry 

  व                                  व 

 From automating complex processes to transforming client interactions, AI 
technologies are becoming integral to how financial institutions operate. 

                                      व         व      ,            इ         

                             व                             

 According to a 2023 Deloitte report, 77% of financial institutions cited efficiency gains as 
a primary driver for adoption of artificial intelligence. 

 2023                           , 77%  व                                              

             व              

 One of the most significant benefits of AI in finance is enhanced operational efficiency. 

  व                                                    

 AI-powered algorithms can process vast amounts of data in real time, enabling quicker 
and more accurate decision-making. 

    -               व   व          व                              ,           औ  

               -                     

 For example, machine learning models are now used for credit scoring, portfolio 
management, and algorithmic trading, resulting in improved accuracy and reduced 
costs. 

                                              ,     फ           , औ           

                            ,                       औ                      

 According to a 2023 Deloitte report, 77% of financial institutions cited efficiency gains as 
a primary driver for AI adoption. 

 2023                            77%  व                                               

व           

 Risk management has also been revolutionised by AI. 

                                                     

 Advanced analytics tools enable financial firms to detect anomalies and predict 
potential threats before they materialise. 

      व               व                                        औ       व        

     व व                          

 AI-driven fraud detection systems are capable of analysing millions of transactions per 
second, flagging suspicious activity with far greater speed and accuracy than traditional 
methods. 

                                                   -        व                औ  

          व                                                   औ                 च         

    

 A study by the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners found that AI-based systems 
reduced fraud losses by 54% in organisations that implemented them. 

           फ     फ                                                             

                                              व              54%                

 Customer experience is another area where AI is making a substantial impact. 

          व    औ                                व            

 Chatbots and virtual assistants provide round-the-clock support, while personalized 
product recommendations are improving client satisfaction and loyalty. 

        औ  व             24                         ,                   झ व      

       औ  वफ                     

 AI-driven insights allow institutions to tailor services to individual needs, driving 
engagement and growth. 

                                                        व                           

  ,                औ   व             

Negative impact 

            व 
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 Despite its benefits, AI introduces significant challenges and risks to the finance 
industry. 

                           व                                औ                    

 One of the most pressing concerns is job displacement. 

                                       व         

 Automation threatens roles that involve repetitive tasks, such as data entry, routine 
analysis, and even some customer service positions. 

                                                       व                                , 

       व    , औ             व      

 A 2022 McKinsey Global Institute study estimated that up to 800,000 finance jobs in the 
U.S. could be automated by 2030. 

 2022                                               8         व             2030 

                      

 Ethical concerns and security risks also warrant attention. 

               औ                                  

 AI systems can inadvertently perpetuate biases present in training data, leading to unfair 
lending decisions or discriminatory practices. 

                                    व                         ,                          

     व                           

 Additionally, as AI becomes more sophisticated, the potential for cyberattacks targeting 
algorithmic vulnerabilities increases. 

     -                                ,                                    व          

                             

 The Financial Stability Board has highlighted the need for robust governance and 
oversight to ensure AI technologies do not compromise market integrity or consumer 
trust. 

 फ                                                            औ                    

                                                        व                   च     

Employment impact 

              व 

 The introduction of AI is driving significant changes in the finance sector‘s workforce. 

               व                              व               

 While automation is expected to reduce demand for certain roles, it is also creating 
opportunities for new, higher-skilled positions. 

                                                         ,                 व               

                        

 According to the World Economic Forum‘s ‗Future of Jobs‘ report (2023), 58% of 
surveyed financial institutions anticipate a net increase in technology and data-related 
jobs over the next five years. 

 व            फ       ‗      फ    ‘        (2023)           58%  व               

     व            औ                               व                     

 Skill requirements are shifting toward analytical thinking, digital literacy, and AI 
management. 

       व           व           ,              , औ                         

    

 Financial professionals are increasingly expected to collaborate with AI systems, 
interpret algorithmic outputs, and ensure ethical compliance. 

  व        व                                                              ,          

                    , औ                             

 The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects a 16% growth in jobs for financial analysts 
and data scientists from 2024 to 2030. 

            फ                        2024    2030      च  व     व       औ       

व                        16% व          
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 However, the transition may not be seamless for all workers. 

               व                                         

 Reskilling and continuous learning will be essential to help employees adapt to new 
roles and technologies. 

            व    औ                  च                      औ                         

                 

 Industry leaders are investing in training programs and partnerships with educational 
institutions to bridge the skills gap and ensure a resilient workforce. 

                             औ                          झ                              

                            औ                                    

Research insights 

                  

 A 2023 PwC survey found that 60% of U.S. financial services firms have already 
implemented or are piloting AI solutions. 

 2023 PwC  व                         60%  व      व                                 

                                        

 The global AI in finance market is projected to reach $64.03 billion by 2030, growing at a 
compound annual rate of 23.7%. 

  व           व               2030    64.03                च               ,       

व      व       23.7%       

 AI-driven fraud detection reduced investigation times by 70% in major U.S. banks. 

                                                                        70%       

         

 The World Economic Forum estimates that while 1.1 million jobs in finance may be 
displaced globally by AI by 2030, 1.3 million new jobs will be created in areas such as 
digital risk analysis, compliance, and AI system management. 

 व            फ                   2030    व           11      व                    

         व            ,      13                               व    ,         औ  

                                          

Conclusion 

       

 Balancing innovation and responsibility, artificial intelligence is poised to deliver 
transformative benefits to the finance industry. 

  व     औ                                           व             व                    

              

 These include heightened efficiency, improved risk management, and enhanced 
customer experiences. 

 इ           ,                  , औ                 व           

 However, these advancements come with challenges, including job displacement, ethical 
dilemmas, and security risks. 

                                        ,              व    ,          व    , औ              

          

 The future of employment in finance will depend on the industry‘s ability to manage 
these risks while investing in workforce development and responsible AI governance. 

  व                     व  इ                                                         

        व    औ                                           

 To maximize the positive impact of AI, financial institutions should prioritize 
transparency, fairness, and ongoing education. 

                   व                        व                        ,       , 

औ                               च      
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17Mar. Crab in Silent Valley found displaying both male and female biological 
traits 

        व                           औ                व             

 A tiny crab displaying both male and female biological traits on the same body has been 
discovered in the Western Ghats. 

                                      औ                व                   ,              

             

 Discovered from the forests of the Silent Valley National Park, this freshwater crab belongs 
to the species Vela carli and is both male and female at the same time. 

        व                                          ठ                Vela carli             

औ                     औ                 

 The dual-sex condition was observed in three crabs found in tree holes in Silent Valley. 

                     व                                                        
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 Vela carli is an endemic freshwater crab found only in the forests and streams of the 
Central Western Ghats. 

 Vela carli            ठ                                                     औ  

                          

 The study documents the first instance of gynandromorphy (a rare condition in which 
individuals exhibit both male and female characteristics) in Vela carli. 

 इ          Vela carli                       फ  (                                   औ  

                         )                            

 This phenomenon is rare in crustaceans and has never before been reported in the 
freshwater crab family Gecarcinucidae, according to the researchers. 

                                                  औ    ठ                       व   

Gecarcinucidae                                   

 The study was carried out by K.S. Anoop Das and K.T. Fahis from the Centre for 
Conservation Ecology, MES Mampad College, in collaboration with scientist and crab 
specialist Sameer K. Pati and Purnima Kumari from the Zoological Survey of India. 

           .  .          औ    .  . फ               फ       व           ,       

                       ,       व       औ         व            .      औ                 

(          व   फ       )                

 Their findings were recently published in the international journal Crustaceana. 

                                      Crustaceana               

 Mr. Das, Head and Assistant Professor at the Centre, said that while gynandromorphy 
has been documented in several marine and freshwater crab families, it has not been 
reported in the family Gecarcinucidae. 

       ,                औ          फ      ,                             फ           औ  

  ठ                   व                    ,       Gecarcinucidae    व      इ                   

       

 “The bodies of the crabs displayed male reproductive structures, while other parts 
showcased female features, including gonopores,” said Mr. Das. 

              , “इ                                              ,                          

   ,                           ,        ” 
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17Mar. 
Environment: yet 
another casualty 
of the West Asia 
war 

    व  :      

                

औ        

 From the jet 
fuel used in bombing 
raids to acrid smoke 
from burning oil 
depots, the conflict in 
West Asia is inflicting 
a significant toll on 
nature and the 
climate. 

                      

व                     

                     ठ   

व                  , 

                    

      औ    व       

         व             

 U.S. and Israeli 
aircraft use a 
considerable amount of 
fuel reaching the Gulf 
and flying sorties over 
Iran, said Benjamin 
Neimark at Queen 
Mary University of 
London. 

        औ         

                     

          औ           

      च                   

                     , 

    Benjamin 

Neimark (Queen Mary 

University of London)    

     

 Deploying 
stealth bombers and 
fighter jets around the 

clock adds a significant amount of planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions into the 
atmosphere. 

                 औ                                                                      

         

 “The U.S. Navy also has a significant feet which will be operating remotely for some time,” 
Neimark said. 

“                                                               च         ,”                

 “That is a significant number of U.S. troops that need to be fed, housed, and working around 
the clock. These floating cities all need energy.” 
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“                                 ,      औ                                   „         ‟ 

                     ” 

 This is provided in part by diesel generators, even if most larger aircraft carriers are nuclear 
powered, an energy source that produces far less emissions than fossil fuels. 

                                           ,                                       

च      ,                                             

 But many experts take into account everything from the manufacture of weapons and 
explosives to post-war reconstruction efforts when estimating the total environmental impact 
of conflict. 

                                                                                           

                                           

 According to one study published in the peer-reviewed journal One Earth, the Gaza conflict 
generated some 33 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent, an amount comparable to 
7.6 million petrol-powered cars or the annual emissions of a small country like Jordan. 

One Earth                                 ,                    33           CO₂ 

        ,    7.6                                                                         

 By one estimate, the war in Ukraine has caused more than 300 million tonnes of additional 
emissions, equivalent to France‘s annual output. 

                   ,              300                                  ,            

                          

 This estimate, by the Initiative on GHG Accounting of War, takes into account military 
operations and reconstruction e•orts, forest fires, and longer •ight routes. 

          Initiative on GHG Accounting of War                 ,                 , 

          ,            औ                           

 This conflict is playing out on the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial artery for the passage of oil and 
gas supplies to global markets that depend on energy from the Gulf. 

         Strait of Hormuz             ,                                     औ                

                 

 Ships transporting these highly flammable fuels through the narrow waterway, along with the 
region‟s oil and gas refineries and storage facilities, were “all a target” in this war, said 
Neimark. 

इ                                     औ            -        इ                        इ         

“  ”         ,                    

 “We have already seen a significant amount of refineries targeted. These toxic flames are 
deadly and have a severe climate cost.” 

“                    इ                                             औ                       

         ” 

 Since erupting on February 28, the con•ict has sent oil prices soaring and focused fresh 
attention on the global transition to cleaner, more climate-friendly forms of energy. 

28 फ व             इ                                     औ                          

             

 Andreas Rudinger, from the Institute for Sustainable Development and International 
Relations, said the economic knock-on effects of the war had put policy makers “under 
pressure to reduce the burden on prices over climate action”. 

Andreas Rudinger (Institute for Sustainable Development)                                  

                  “                             ”              

 But there‟s also a “glass half-full perspective”, Rudinger said: “From a purely economic 
standpoint... rising fossil fuel prices make decarbonisation and electrification solutions 
more attractive,” he said. 

      “              ”      :                       decarbonisation औ  electrification 

                        

 He pointed to the rise in popularity of heat pumps in the aftermath of Russia‘s invasion of 
Ukraine, which caused energy prices in Europe to rise sharply. 

                                                               औ  heat pumps         
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 Apart from climate concerns, strikes on energy infrastructure, oil tankers and military targets 
pollute the surrounding air and water and spread highly toxic chemicals far and wide, experts 
say. 

                      ,           च  ,          औ                          औ                 

        औ                               

 

 
 
17Mar. Belém as a test of a new model of forest finance 

Belém       forest finance                        

 The climate summit that was held in Belém, Brazil in November 2025, refocused 
renewed global attention to a di•cult but unavoidable truth: protecting tropical forests 
requires more than ambitious pledges — it requires a fundamental shift in who holds 
power over those forests. 

 व    2025                              व                       ठ                 

      व                   :            व                    व  व                 

    व           व  व       

 As world leaders gathered in the Amazon city, the signature initiative was Brazil‟s Tropical 
Forest Forever Facility (TFFF), or a •nance mechanism presented as a paradigm shift in 
global conservation. 

                               ,                     Tropical Forest Forever Facility 

(TFFF)   ,                                                        

 Yet, amid the •urry of announcements and diplomacy, persistent tensions revealed that 
major challenges remain around participation, equity and accountability. 

        औ               च                     ,        औ   व               च         
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The difference 

     

 The TFFF proposes to compensate countries for maintaining standing forests, not just for 
avoiding deforestation. 

TFFF                                                                                      

              

 As reported, the Fund has already secured more than $5.5 billion in initial commitments, 
including a $3 billion pledge from Norway. 

                , इ         $5.5                                 च      ,         व     $3 

                 

 Unlike many past funds, it is not structured purely as a donation vehicle. 

                              ,                            

 Rather, it is set up to generate returns and reward long-term forest conservation. 

    इ             व                                                  

 Critically, at least 20% of its performance-based payments are reserved for indigenous 
peoples and local communities. 

             , इ    20%                       औ     व                        

 Whose daily stewardship plays an outsize role in keeping forests intact. 

                                                

 This allocation is not symbolic. 

                         

 According to the Rainforest Foundation US, indigenous and local communities were deeply 
involved in co-designing the facility. 

Rainforest Foundation US          ,              इ                                      

    

 Across months of global consultations, more than 400 community leaders shared their 
perspectives. 

                       400                                

 The model o•ers something new: not only •nancial support but also formal decision-
making power. 

                                                                         

 Yet, important gaps remain. 

      ,                           

 For instance, indigenous representatives do not have voting rights on the main governing 
bodies of the Fund. 

             ,                                                                     

 Raising questions about how genuinely inclusive decision-making will be. 

                               

 Even as the TFFF proposes this inclusive architecture, many civil society groups have voiced 
their strong criticism. 

        TFFF            च              ,                         च          

 The Global Forest Coalition (GFC) described the fund as “colonialistic”. 

GFC    इ         “औ        ”        

 Arguing that it bene•ts intermediaries rather than forest peoples. 

               इ          च                  ,                      

 Its worry was about a mechanism built around market logic and •nancial returns. 

      च                                     

 That may not address the root causes of deforestation, such as agribusiness, oil, mining 
and infrastructure projects. 

         व   ,    ,     औ                                      

 According to the GFC, rewarding standing forests without curbing exploitative activities risks 
creating a super•cial conservation narrative. 

GFC          ,                                                                          
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 Compounding this, some critics argue that the payment rate, around $4 a hectare, is 
inadequate. 

   च              $4                              

 Given the manifold ecosystem services that forests provide. 

                                                  

 There is a risk that national governments could absorb most of the funds. 

                                                 

 While communities on the ground may see little bene•t. 

औ                                 

 The success of the TFFF, therefore, depends not just on its size but on strong delivery 
mechanisms and locally accountable institutions. 

इ     TFFF               इ                               औ         व          

             

Conservation overlooks power imbalances 

                                      

 Amid these debates, Brazil has taken steps to buttress access. 

इ             च             च                               

 On the sidelines of COP30, it announced a dedicated digital platform to help forest countries 
navigate TFFF eligibility. 

COP30         , इ                                              TFFF                    

       

 The platform, developed with partners such as the UNDP, FAO, WWF and the Global 
Alliance of Territorial Communities (GATC), promises technical assistance, capacity 
building and peer collaboration. 

           UNDP, FAO, WWF औ  GATC                          ,                  औ  

                  

 It is stated that independence from the TFFF‘s governing structures is meant to prevent 
con•ict of interest while focusing on inclusion and knowledge sharing. 

                 TFFF                                            औ                         

        

 This structure matters because forest conservation has long overlooked deep power 
imbalances. 

      च                                                                              

 For many indigenous groups, protecting the Amazon is not just an environmental •ght but 
also a struggle for survival. 

                                                                               

 This was clear at COP30, where indigenous protesters entered the venue demanding 
territorial rights. 

   COP30         ,                                                        

 Insisting that their land cannot be treated as a commodity. 

                                                         

 Many felt excluded from decisions that directly a•ect their homes. 

                                                           

 Land rights remain central to this debate. 

            इ                 

 Ahead of COP30, the Forest and Climate Leaders‘ Partnership (FCLP) renewed its Forest 
and Land Tenure Pledge. 

COP30        , FCLP         Forest and Land Tenure Pledge                

 Committing $1.8 billion (2026–2030) to support indigenous, local and Afro-descendant 
communities. 

इ    $1.8        (2026–2030)                    

 The pledge was a key part of the Belém agenda. 
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 Re�ecting scienti�c warnings that the Amazon‟s future remains at risk without secure land 
rights. 

           च                                                                

 Civil society groups also stressed that climate justice and nature protection cannot be 
separated. 

                          व        औ                                    

 Conservation International called COP30 a chance to secure long-term funding for the 
Amazon. 

Conservation International    COP30                                    

 Supporting forest protection, community governance and sustainable livelihoods. 

            औ                                

 They warned that sidelining indigenous leadership weakens both climate action and human 
rights. 

       च                                              व        व   औ     व             

               

 Yet, •nancing alone cannot counter pressures from infrastructure, agribusiness and 
extractive industries. 

                     ,      औ                                

 The protests in Belém showed that money means little without real shifts in power. 

                                                            

 Without strong accountability, funds risk •owing to intermediaries while local communities 
continue to face land loss and displacement. 

                      च                     औ                        औ   व              

         

Beyond the money 

            

 The TFFF‘s launch in Belém is a major step, but its credibility depends on whether it actually 
transfers power to forest communities. 

        TFFF                  ,       इ                                   

 Rather than reinforcing old hierarchies. 

                                   

 For indigenous peoples, forests are home and survival. 

                             औ           

 The real challenge is in ensuring that •nance reaches them in forms they control. 

       च                                        च  औ                     

 Turning promises into lasting protection. 

                                

 A future of genuine conservation will depend on whether global •nance strengthens 
community rights. 

                                                                 

 


